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| _Backgfound Statement on Functions of FBIS

The Foreign Broadcast Informatmn Service (FBIS) was estab—
lished by the Federal Communications Commission in 1941 to monitor

German, Italian and Japanese public radio broadcasts. It became :
‘part of the CIA when the Agency was organized in 1947. Its role--asmgnedﬁ
to CIA by the National Securlty Council--is to monitor foreign radio,
television and press service news and commentary broadcasts to collect:
information meeting the needs of U. S. Government departments and -
‘agencies. Also by NSC direction, FBIS scans and translates mforma—

tion from foreign language publications and documents. The ma.;orlty

of its published products are unclassified and are widely distributed
throughout the U. S. Government; much of the product is also made .
avallable to the acadermc commumty and others in the pubhc sector f -

FBIS fleld stations provide a contmuous flOW of reporﬁmg by
wire on current developments abroad. The information is pubhshed
5 days a week in the Daily Report, issued in 6 area volumes and an
all-area White Book. Three of the area volumes are available for
..~ public subscription through the National Technical Information Semce
(NTIS), Department of Commerce, and the White Book is distributed.
by the Library of Congress. The FBIS Wire Service, operating 24 hours:
.a day, seven days a week, promdes rapld dlssemmatlon of current news '
to Government Watch ofﬁces

FBIS also manages the Joint Publlcatlons Research Semce v
(¥ PRS) which was established to meet intelligence community requf_re~'
ments for translation of unclassified materials from foreign newspapers, -
periodicals and books. As with the Daily Report, JPRS translations,
issued in some 66 serial reports,. are made avaﬂable for pubbc sub-—- o
scription through NTIS.

J PRS has been publicly identified as a component of the Depart~

"~ ment of Commerce for several years. Some 65,000 JPRS reports have
, been issued, and they constitute a valuable product for the foreign affan-e
and academic communities as well as for the intelligence community and
. the U.  S. Government at large. The CIA has decided that this arrange-
ment, though technically legal and highly effective, is no longer appropriate,
and intends to acknowledge its sponsorship of JFRS.
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The CIA proposes to use the accompanying unclassified

statement regarding JPRS in response to questions about JPRS

if the statement is agreeable to the Department of Commerce.

It will also be used as the basis for briefing appropriate Congres- |
sional Committees. When given the go ahead, FBIS will contact

- NTIS to make the necessary arrangements to complete this action.
Such arrangements will include timing, contract employee payroll
conversion, and necessary changes in telephone listings, J PRS
report covers, and JPRS statmnery :
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BACKGROUND STATEMENT - JPRS

The end of World War II marked the beginning of an
information explosion in open foreign-language sources
(newspapers, periodicals, books) of interest to. U. S. Govern-
ment departments and agencies. The launching of Sputnikin

1957 heightened interest in foreign scientific and technological .
information, an interest shared by the Federal Government,
the scientific and academic community, and the public at large.
At the same time, foreign publications were multiplying so k

" rapidly that it was beyond the capability of any single Federal
agency to translate, with its normal staff, the volume and Va.mety
‘of material involved. Therefore, in 1957 the U. S. Joint )
Publications Research Service (JPRS) was established witha =~
small staff supported by freelance contract translators to meet
the ever increasing demand for translatmg open forelgn-language
sources. L

All JPRS tra_nslat:l.ons came from open source matemal.,
Further, JPRS functioned as a translation service for the en*n*e
U. S. Covernment, accepting translation requests from other ' ,
Government departments and agencies. It received its funding from
the Central Intelligence Agency as a service of common concern to
the whole Government. Finally, the Department of Commerce, in
keeping with its interest in disseminating scientific and technical.
data, became the channel for providing public access to the trans-
lations produced by JPRS. What started out as informal ties _
gradually developed to the point where JPRS became publicly '
identified as a component 'of the Department of Commerce.

. o

-Over the years the JPRS translation program has been
broadened to cover a wide spectrum of languages and subject
matter. JPRS now publishes some 66 regular reports covering
political, economic, scientific and sociological developments
around the world and has a worldwide subscribership. In
carrying out this translation program, the JPRS serves the
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needs of the Intelligence Community. It is therefore an es~

sential mechanism in the national intelligence process and
for this reason it must remain directly re'sponsivé. to the
requirements of the Director of Central Intelligence in the
ldischarge of his statutory functions.

‘ A recent review of the status of JPRS as part of a re~

view of all Agency activities has led to a determination that

~ the identification of JPRS as a Department of Commerce -

- component should cease. The Department of Commerce will
continue, in the interests of efficiency, to handle public
subscriptions for JPRS reports. IR '
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 UNCLASSIFIED

PROPCSED PUBLIC RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO
EITHER COMMERCE OR CIA ASKING WHETHER COMMERCE
IS COVERING CIA ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN JPRS. -

£

| Thé Department ’Ofl' -Commverce a‘nduth'e .Centrral Iﬁtélligeﬁéé
. Age-nc‘y>h.ave for many yeaﬁ:'s cboperated mth each other regardﬁg';i.'_; L" SR
-the COlleCtlon and pfocessmg of forelgn mtelhgence mfor'mat:.c;z”z m
those m‘S’tance‘s _w.he.re _th(—:llr.re.spectlve re-spons1b111_t1es or _ulztéﬂrestsi -
are related. The change in'Stétﬁ:'é of the Joint _Pubng;ﬁahs Research
SefrViéév Wlu n@- affect éth'er' a's,p»‘)ecii's ‘of ' thlSCOnth1ng mter-ﬂagenc;y’ .

cooperation.

UNCLASSIFIED
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